
536 Unit 8: Assessment

Categories of Standardized Tests
Standardized tests have several purposes. Some standardized tests—called single-subject survey 
tests—contain several subtests that assess one domain-specific content area, such as mathematics. 
Other standardized tests contain a battery of several tests used in conjunction with one another 
to provide a broader, more general picture of performance that may include competencies such 
as vocabulary, spelling, reading comprehension, mathematics computation, and mathematics 
problem solving. Standardized tests fall into one of four broad categories based on their purpose 
(Chatterji, 2003), as described here (see Table 25.2).

1.	 Standardized achievement tests assess current knowledge, which can include learning 
outcomes and skills either in general or in a specific domain. Standardized achieve-
ment tests do not necessarily match the curriculum of any particular state or school 
district. Instead, they are used to identify the strengths and weaknesses of individual 
students as well as school districts. Readiness tests, like achievement tests, measure 
young children’s current level of skill in various academic (reading, math, vocab-
ulary) and nonacademic (motor skills, social skills) domains and are used to make 
placement and curricular decisions in the early elementary grades. Recently, college 
and career readiness has emerged as a major concern of educators, which has led 
many states to adopt a set of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) that outline 

TABLE 25.2	 Standardized Tests in Four Broad Areas

NAME TYPE/PURPOSE
Standardized 
achievement tests

Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) Battery of achievement tests for Grades K–8

Tests of Achievement and  
Proficiency (TAP)

Battery of achievement tests for Grades 9–12

Metropolitan Achievement Test (MAT) Battery of achievement tests for Grades K–12

Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (SBAC)

Computer-adaptive test (difficulty level of items is adjusted 
to match students’ ability) to assess achievement in 
Grades 3–8

Standardized 
aptitude tests

Differential Aptitude Test (DAT) Battery of tests to predict educational goals for students in 
Grades 7–12

Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT)

American College Testing (ACT)

Single test to predict academic performance in college

General Aptitude Test Battery (GATB) Battery of aptitude tests used to predict job performance

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery (ASVAB)

Battery of aptitude tests used to assign armed service 
personnel to jobs and training programs

Career or 
educational 
interest 
inventories

Strong Interest Inventory (SII) Instrument used with high school and college students to 
identify occupational preferences

Kuder General Interest Survey (KGIS) Instrument used with students in Grades 6–12 to 
determine preferences in broad areas of interest

Personality tests NEO Five-Factor Inventory (NEO-FFI) Instrument to assess an individual on five theoretically 
derived dimensions of personality

Minnesota Multiphasic Personality 
Inventory-2 (MMPI-2)

Instrument used to aid in clinical diagnosis

SOURCE: Chatterji, 2003.
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